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For neither could gold so carefully tried be burned away,
nor a house, founded on a firm rock, be torn down.
Neither does he suffer the wolves to rage against the
lambs, nor the vineyard to pass into a garden of herbs.

The best of men, holy, and renowned is banished,

Lest the dignity of the Church should yield to the
unworthy.

The estates of the exiled man are the spoil of the
malignant,

But when placed in the fire, the fire burns him not.

Fourth Lesson.

At length by the exertions, as well of the aforesaid
pontiff as of the king of the French, many days were
appointed for re-establishing peace : and because the
servant of God would not accept of peace, unless with
safety to the honour of God, and the character of the
Church, they departed in discord from each other. At
length the supreme Pontiff, pitying the desolation of
the Anglican Church, with difficulty at the last extorted
by threatening measures, that peace should be restored
to the Church. The realms indeed rejoiced, that the
King had been reconciled to the Archbishop, whilst
some believed that the affair was carried on in good
faith, and others formed different conjectures. Con-
sequently in the seventh year of his exile the noble
pastor returned into England, that he might either
rescue the sheep of Christ from the jaws of the wolves,
or sacrifice himself for the flock intrusted to his care.
He is received by the clergy and the people with in-
calculable joy; all shedding tears, and saying, Blessed
is he who cometh in the name of the Lord. But after
a few days he was again afBicted by losses and miseries
beyond measure and number. Whoever offered to him.